
Hopewell provides an opportunity for adults with serious mental 
illness to experience a self-reliant and satisfying life through 

participation in a vibrant residential therapeutic farm community.

9637 State Route 534, P.O. Box 193
Mesopotamia, OH 44439

440.693.4074
www.hopewell.cc

Hopewell is licensed and certified by the Ohio Department of  
Mental Health (since 2002) and was the first therapeutic farm 
community in the United States to be accredited by the Commission 
on Accreditation of  Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF) for Therapeutic 
Community: Mental Health (Adults) (2006). Hopewell is a member 
of  the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) and the American 
Residential Treatment Association (ARTA). Research projects are 
carried out at Hopewell through a partnership with Case Western 
Reserve University. 

Hopewell serves adults 18 years of  age and older who have a primary 
diagnosis of  schizophrenia, schizoaffective disorder, bipolar disorder 
or major depression. Its holistic model of  care is based on the belief  
that everyone with mental illness can experience success, find a life 
of  purpose, and feel hope. A combination of  meaningful work, 
a supportive community and the healing power of  nature helps 
individuals develop the skills necessary to manage their mental illness 
and transition to more independent living.

Each year, Hopewell serves approximately 65 adults. Lengths of  stay 
may vary from a few months to many years. Outcome study results 
since 2006 show the effectiveness of  Hopewell’s holistic model 
of  care – a model that creates lasting results and positive lifestyle 
changes. 
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THE HISTORY OF HOPEWELL

Hopewell was founded in 1993 by Clara T. Rankin, who assembled a 
small group of  dedicated individuals who would become Hopewell’s 
first Board of  Directors. Mrs. Rankin’s vision for Hopewell grew 
from a visit to Gould Farm, a therapeutic farm community in 
Massachusetts that is now over 100 years old.  

Hopewell’s main building, called the Inn, was built in 1974 by Jock 
Collens, a retired corporate executive and gentleman farmer. In 1990, 
he sold it to a bed-and-breakfast called Truebrook. Truebrook sold 
the Inn and 306 acres to Hopewell in 1994.

In 1996, Hopewell welcomed its first residents (residential clients).
At that time, Hopewell could accommodate ten adults. By 1996, 
as word spread about the unique therapeutic community – the 
only one of  its kind in Ohio – more living space was needed. In 
1997, Hopewell built Cottage One, which houses 12 residents. In 
1999, construction was begun on Cottage Two, which now houses 
14 residents. A five-bedroom home that previously housed live-in 
volunteers was converted into another residence, and a farmhouse on 
the property was renovated to accommodate the volunteers. 

In 2009, The David Cutler 
Conservatory was dedicated. 
The Conservatory provides 
a greenhouse for Hopewell’s 
nature therapy program, a 
year-round meditative garden 
and a conference center. 
The conference center allows 
Hopewell to host professional 
seminars and to open the facility for use by other organizations.

An on-site Farm & Craft Market was opened in 2010. As the 
cornerstone of  Hopewell’s job-readiness training programs, the 
market is open to the public and offers wares and food produced at 
Hopewell. Residents create furniture, custom-made signs and artful 
crafts, pack freshly-gathered eggs, and manage the retail enterprise – 
all the while practicing new life skills. 

In 2012, Hopewell purchased a spacious century home on nearby 
Mesopotamia Commons to serve as a “family home” for residents 
transitioning from life on the farm to more independent living 
situations. Renovations were completed by late 2013, and Lyman 
House officially welcomed its first residents. The family home can 
accommodate up to five residents.

Lyman House, 8809 State Route 534


